NORTHWIND THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

J.R.R. Tolkien on Truth in Story and Myth
NS-CTSF-522

Dr. Charlie W. Starr
ntscstarr@gmail.com

COURSE DESCRIPTION

“In a hole in the ground there lived a hobbit.”
—Opening Line of the Redbook of the Westmarch

It’s amazing how a single sentence about a little person, which popped into J.R.R. Tolkien’s
head while grading papers, could make such a big difference in the lives of millions, not just in
terms of entertainment, but by quietly exposing them to a Divine vision. It’s true that Tolkien’s
concept of Middle-earth already existed before the opening sentence of The Hobbit entered his

head.

This course on the primary works of J.R.R. Tolkien, takes up Tolkien’s commitment to truth and
beauty, and his unique vision of the nature and function of myth and story: myth as invention
about reality (in a similar way that words are inventions about objects in reality); and story as
“subcreation” of divine activity re-enacting the work of the Creator as an act of worship and an

avenue for revealing transcendent truth.

Student learning Outcomes

At the conclusion of the course, the successful student should be able to:

1. Read carefully and critically primary Tolkein texts.
2. Describe the basic contents, structure and unique features of Tolkein's work.

3. Describe some of the major issues and debates in the scholarly study of Tolkeins’s body of work.

4. Describe Tolkein's major themes and their significance for our understanding of Romantic Theology.

5. Demonstrate an ability to engage these major themes and issues in current academic study.

Texts:



Tolkien, J. R. R, and Christopher Tolkien. The Silmarillion. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1998.
[in DTL: https://archive.org/details/silmarillion0000tolk t413/page/n7/mode/2up ]

https://www.amazon.com/Silmarillion-Illustrated-J-R-R-Tolkien/dp/0063280779/ref=sr 1 1?keywords=Silmarillion&qid=1676
510349&sr=8-1

The Annotated Hobbit: Revised and Expanded Edition (2" ed.). Ed. Douglas A. Anderson. Boston: Houghton
Mifflin, 2002. ISBN 100618134700 (this edition only). [not in DTL]

tated+hobbit+revised+and+expanded+2nd+ed& qid=1598635082&sr=8-11

The Lord of the Rings. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2004. 50" Anniversary Edition (one volume). ISBN
9780544003415 (this edition only). [not in DTL, can be requested by ILL]
https://www.amazon.com/Lord-Rings-50th-Anniversary%20Vol/dp/0618640150/ref=tmm _pap swatch 0? encoding=UTF8&

The Tolkien Reader (any edition). [not in DTL, can be requested by ILL]

—the+to|k|en+reader&g|d 1598635213&5%20prefix= the+to|k|en+reader%2CaQs%2C163&sr 8-1

Fonstad, Karen Wynn. The Atlas of Middle-earth (revised edition). Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1991.
[in DTL: https://thedtl.on.worldcat.org/search?queryString=bn:0395535166 ]

https://www.amazon.com/Atlas-Middle-Earth-Revised-Karen%20Fonstad/dp/0618126996/ref=sr 1 1?crid=2B400HFBT77V

9&dchild=1&keywords=the+atlas+of+middle+earth&qid=%201598635262&sprefix=the+atlas+of+middle+%2Caps%2C164&s
r=8-1

Recommended Texts:
The Children of Hurin (any edition).

[in DTL https://archive.org/details/narnichinhurinta0000jrrt/page/n5/mode/2up

https://www.amazon.com/Children-Hurin-J-R-R%20Tolkien/dp/0618894640/ref=sr 1 1?crid=8MXVIG6PZUOZ

&dchild=1&keywords=the+children+of+hurin%20&qid=1598635821&sprefix=the+children+of+hurin%2Caps%2
C158&s5r=8-1%20 .

Beren and Luthien (any edition). [in DTL https://archive.org/details/berenlthien0000tolk/page/n3/mode/2u

&gld 1598635904&sr 8-1

The Fall of Gondolin (any edition). [not in DTL, can be requested by ILL]

https://www.amazon.com/Fall-Gondolin-J-R-R%20Tolkien/dp/1328613046/ref=sr 1 1?dchild=1&keywords=the+fall+of+gond
0lin&qid=1598635955&sr=8-1

Brown, Devin: Tolkien: How an Obscure Professor Wrote The Hobbit and Became the Most Beloved
Author of the Century. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2014. [not in DTL, can be requested by ILL]

1&keywords= ToIk|en+%ZB+Devm+Brown&g|d 1598635989%20&sr=8-1


https://archive.org/details/silmarillion0000tolk_t4l3/page/n7/mode/2up
https://www.amazon.com/Silmarillion-Illustrated-J-R-R-Tolkien/dp/0063280779/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Silmarillion&qid=1676510349&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Silmarillion-Illustrated-J-R-R-Tolkien/dp/0063280779/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Silmarillion&qid=1676510349&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Annotated-Hobbit-J-R-RTolkien/dp/0618134700/ref=sr_1_11?dchild=1&keywords=the+annotated+hobbit+revised+and+expanded+2nd+ed&
https://www.amazon.com/Annotated-Hobbit-J-R-RTolkien/dp/0618134700/ref=sr_1_11?dchild=1&keywords=the+annotated+hobbit+revised+and+expanded+2nd+ed&
https://www.amazon.com/Lord-Rings-50th-Anniversary%20Vol/dp/0618640150/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1598635143&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Lord-Rings-50th-Anniversary%20Vol/dp/0618640150/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1598635143&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Tolkien-Reader-J-R%20R/dp/0345345061/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1JXY76IF8OHHN&dchild=1&keywords=the+tolkien+reader&qid=1598635213&s%20prefix=the+tolkien+reader%2Caps%2C163&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Tolkien-Reader-J-R%20R/dp/0345345061/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1JXY76IF8OHHN&dchild=1&keywords=the+tolkien+reader&qid=1598635213&s%20prefix=the+tolkien+reader%2Caps%2C163&sr=8-1
https://thedtl.on.worldcat.org/search?queryString=bn:0395535166
https://www.amazon.com/Atlas-Middle-Earth-Revised-Karen%20Fonstad/dp/0618126996/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2B40OHFBT77V9&dchild=1&keywords=the+atlas+of+middle+earth&qid=%201598635262&sprefix=the+atlas+of+middle+%2Caps%2C164&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Atlas-Middle-Earth-Revised-Karen%20Fonstad/dp/0618126996/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2B40OHFBT77V9&dchild=1&keywords=the+atlas+of+middle+earth&qid=%201598635262&sprefix=the+atlas+of+middle+%2Caps%2C164&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Atlas-Middle-Earth-Revised-Karen%20Fonstad/dp/0618126996/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2B40OHFBT77V9&dchild=1&keywords=the+atlas+of+middle+earth&qid=%201598635262&sprefix=the+atlas+of+middle+%2Caps%2C164&sr=8-1
https://archive.org/details/narnichinhurinta0000jrrt/page/n5/mode/2up
https://www.amazon.com/Children-Hurin-J-R-R%20Tolkien/dp/0618894640/ref=sr_1_1?crid=8MXVJG6PZUOZ&dchild=1&keywords=the+children+of+hurin%20&qid=1598635821&sprefix=the+children+of+hurin%2Caps%2C158&sr=8-1%20
https://www.amazon.com/Children-Hurin-J-R-R%20Tolkien/dp/0618894640/ref=sr_1_1?crid=8MXVJG6PZUOZ&dchild=1&keywords=the+children+of+hurin%20&qid=1598635821&sprefix=the+children+of+hurin%2Caps%2C158&sr=8-1%20
https://www.amazon.com/Children-Hurin-J-R-R%20Tolkien/dp/0618894640/ref=sr_1_1?crid=8MXVJG6PZUOZ&dchild=1&keywords=the+children+of+hurin%20&qid=1598635821&sprefix=the+children+of+hurin%2Caps%2C158&sr=8-1%20
https://archive.org/details/berenlthien0000tolk/page/n3/mode/2up
https://www.amazon.com/Beren-L%C3%BAthien-J-R-R%20Tolkien/dp/1328915336/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=beren+and+luthien&qid=1598635904&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Beren-L%C3%BAthien-J-R-R%20Tolkien/dp/1328915336/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=beren+and+luthien&qid=1598635904&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Fall-Gondolin-J-R-R%20Tolkien/dp/1328613046/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+fall+of+gondolin&qid=1598635955&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Fall-Gondolin-J-R-R%20Tolkien/dp/1328613046/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+fall+of+gondolin&qid=1598635955&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Tolkien-Obscure-Professor-Beloved%20Century/dp/1426796706/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Tolkien+%2B+Devin+Brown&qid=1598635989%20&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Tolkien-Obscure-Professor-Beloved%20Century/dp/1426796706/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Tolkien+%2B+Devin+Brown&qid=1598635989%20&sr=8-1

Carpenter Humphrey, ed. The Letters of 1.R.R. To/k/en [in DTL

en&qid= 1598636021&sr 8-1

Course Outline:

Each topic will conclude with a ZOOM session following submission of the written assignment.
Students should schedule them upon submission of the assignment.

Topic 1 The History/Cosmos of Middle-Earth

Fantasy remains a human right: we make in our measure and in our derivative mode, because we are made: and
not only made, but made in the image and likeness of a Maker.” — J.R.R. Tolkien, “On Fairy-Stories”

Read: The Silmarillion, The Atlas of Middle-earth, and “Mythopoeia” (linked here:
http://home.agh.edu.pl/~evermind/jrrtolkien/myth ia.htm)
Read: “Charlie’s Tips on How to Read The Silmarillion without Going Insane” (bottom of syllabus).

View: Lectures and Resources in Classroom, including:

Lecture One on Subcreation and Hyper-Realism

Lecture Two on The Four Key Stories of the First Age of Middle-earth: Hurin’s Children, Beren and Luthien,
The Fall of Gondolin, and Earendil’s Voyage

Write: a 2,500-word essay on one of the following subtopics:
1. Tolkien’s Women: Melian, Galadriel, Luthien, Arwen
2. Creation Tales: Genesis, Narnia, and The Ainulindalé
3. The nature of Sub-creation and Tolkien’s use of detailed history and geography to create a sense of the
hyper-real in his stories.
4. A theme or symbol stretching across the ages of Middle-earth

Discuss with faculty Mentor: How to bring subcreation into the Church?

Topic 2 The Theory of Myth and Faerie

Very well, then. If adults are to read fairy-stories as a natural branch of literature...what are the values and
functions of this kind? — J.R.R. Tolkien, “On Fairy-Stories”

Read: “On Fairy-Stories” and “Leaf by Niggle” in The Tolkien Reader
Read: “Tolkien’s Theory of Myth” by Charlie W. Starr (see pdf in classroom)

View: Lectures and Resources in Classroom, including:

Lecture One on “On Fairy-Stories” — Recovery, Escape, Consolation and Eucatastrophe Lecture Two on
“Leaf by Niggle” — The Power of Story

Lecture Three on Tolkien and Lewis


https://web-p-ebscohost-com.dtl.idm.oclc.org/ehost/detail/detail?vid=0&sid=51a145ea-3254-422a-928a-426226329518%40redis&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZSZzY29wZT1zaXRl#db=nlebk&AN=1873939
https://web-p-ebscohost-com.dtl.idm.oclc.org/ehost/detail/detail?vid=0&sid=51a145ea-3254-422a-928a-426226329518%40redis&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZSZzY29wZT1zaXRl#db=nlebk&AN=1873939
https://www.amazon.com/Letters-J-R-R-Tolkien-J%20R/dp/0618056998/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+letters+of+tolkien&qid=1598636021&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Letters-J-R-R-Tolkien-J%20R/dp/0618056998/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+letters+of+tolkien&qid=1598636021&sr=8-1
http://home.agh.edu.pl/~evermind/jrrtolkien/mythopoeia.htm

Guest Lecture by Melody Green on “Mythopoeia”
Guest Lecture by Malcolm Guite: “Tolkien; Roots and Branches” (The Cambridge Lectures)

Write: 2,500 word essay on one of the following subtopics:

1. Tolkien’s Theory of Language and Myth

2. A Reading of Tolkien’s “On Fairy-Stories”

3. “Leaf by Niggle”: Finding the Balance Between Love for Neighbors and Love for Making 3. What Tolkien and
Lewis Owe Each Other

Discuss with faculty Mentor: Bringing Subcreation into our lives

Topic 3 Tolkien’s Theology

Iz

You are a very fine person, Mr. Baggins, and | am very fond of you, but you are only quite a little fellow in a
wide world after all!” ‘Thank goodness!’ said Bilbo laughing, and handed him the tobacco jar.” — J.R.R. Tolkien,
The Hobbit

Read: The Annotated Hobbit (including “The Quest of Erebor”), and The Lord of the Rings (for Topics 3 and 4)

View: Lectures and Resources in Classroom, including:
Lecture One: Tolkien’s Theology in The Hobbit by Brenton Dickieson
Lecture Two: a three-part series on the Fall, Providence and the Apocalypse in Tolkien’s works
The Fall - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ikW95ZuajiY
Providence -_https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w_cgnCnFgo8
The Apocalypse - https://www. .com/watch?v=y_RMKHrDx7M

Write: 2,500 word essay on one of the following subtopics:
1. Tolkien’s Theology in The Hobbit/LotR
2. The Theme of Providence in The Hobbit/LotR
3. Written on the Heart: God at Work in a Secular Age in The Hobbit/LotR 4. The
Lessening of Things and The Long Defeat in The Hobbit/LotR

Book Discussion with faculty: The Hobbit and “The Quest of Erebor”

Topic 4 Literary Achievement in The Hobbit and The LotR

“...the persistent appeal of the Quest as a literary form is due, | believe, to its validity as a symbolic
description of our subjective personal experience of existence...” —W. H. Auden, “The Quest Hero”

Read: The Annotated Hobbit (including “The Quest of Erebor”), and The Lord of the Rings (for topics 3 and 4)
Read: List of Major Themes in The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings (see in syllabus below)

Read: List of Symbols in The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings (see in syllabus below)

View: Lectures and Resources in Classroom, including:

Lecture One: “Tolkien’s Literary Theory and Technique” (In Two Parts) by Charlie Starr
Part One: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aSxS8VBOoZE
Part Two: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wLNgAYRQrBU



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ikW95ZuajiY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w_cqnCnFqo8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y_RMKHrDx7M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aSxS8VBOoZE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wLNqAYRQrBU

Lecture Two: “Major Themes and Symbols in Tolkien” by Charlie Starr

Write: a 2,500 word essay on one of the following subtopics:

1. Tolkien’s Literary and/or Poetic Technique in The Hobbit and/or The Lord of the Rings 2. A Major Theme in

The Hobbit and/or The Lord of the Rings (choose from the list linked above)

3. A Major Symbol in The Hobbit and/or The Lord of the Rings (choose from the list linked above)

Book Discussion with faculty: The Lord of the Rings

Instructor Contact Information
Email: ntscstarr@gmail.com Cell: 606-922-0999

Northwind Instructional Practices:

This is a class offered in an online format. Online experiences include:
1. Assigned readings

2. Viewing digital resources

3. Video Conferencing

4. Online submission of Papers in the *.doc or *.docx file format

Attendance Policy

This is a short-term intensive course.
You are required to participate in all class assignments and/or sessions.
Your attendance and punctuality will affect your grade in a positive or negative manner.

Statement on Learning and Physical Disabilities

Northwind Institute accepts students with learning and physical disabilities and provides reasonable

accommodation to help them be successful.
Grading Policy

Submission of materials does not guarantee a passing grade.
Papers are graded on the following:

¢ Use of Texts and Lecture
¢ Use of other Course Materials
e Proper citation and footnotes using Turabian Style

Grade points are applied as follows:

A=4
A-=35
B=3
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Academic Misconduct Policy

Northwind Institute does not condone academic dishonesty in any form. When an act of academic dishonesty has
occurred:

1. The instructor has the right to not accept the assignment or test in question and record a "zero"for the
assignment or test, and/or require the student to redo the assignment (or test), or require the student to complete
a substitute assignment or test.

2. The student may be dropped from the class and assigned a failing grade (F). A written recommendation from
the instructor is required.

3. In cases of extreme or repeated incidents (two or more) of academic dishonesty, the student may

be suspended from the Institute.

The Academic Dean will notify the student as to the action taken. If the student believes there has been an
erroneous accusation made, the student may appeal the action. The student must file a written appeal within 10
working days of notification. The President reviews all written appeals and his decision is final. The Student,
Academic Dean and Instructor are informed via email of the action taken.

Additional Course Information:

Guest Lecturers: Malcolm Guite, Brenton Dickieson, Melody Green

Charlie’s Tips on How to Read The Silmarillion without Going Insane

1. Buy a newer edition of the Silmarillion because it has an important letter in it that older
editions don’t have. In the introductory section there’s a letter titled, “From a Letter by
J.R.R. Tolkien to Milton Waldman, 1951.” In this letter, Tolkien himself overviews the
entire history of Middle Earth, focusing on the first two ages. Read this letter and mark it
up. Then refer to it from time to time as you read through the book.

2. There are maps and charts scattered throughout the book. Some of these are worth
making copies of so you can reference them without having to constantly flip pages
(or see number 3 below for a great map resource). One of the keys to reading the
book without getting confused is to constantly look at these. You really want a map of
Beleriand when reading this book. Beleriand is in the Northwest of Middle Earth (in a
map from LOTR it would be off the north edge of the map). There’s one in chapter 14
and one on the very last page of the book. The chart worth copying is a list of the
various tribes of elves. This chart is titled, “Quendi: The Elves.” It's among the charts at
the end of the book. Constantly refer to these maps and chart as you read through the
book. | folded mine up and used them as my bookmark, thus having them available
every time | read.

3. One more map would be helpful if you can find a copy of it: a map of all of the world



including both Middle Earth and Aman, the Undying Lands of the West, or a copy of
Aman (also the Westerlands) by itself. | found a great book which has every map you’d
ever need for Tolkien’s world. It’s called The Atlas of Middle-earth. Using this book as a
companion while reading The Silmarillion is a great help. More time is spent in Middle
Earth than in the Undying Lands, but the first several chapters of the book focus on the
West. A map of Numenor isn’t really necessary.

4. For the last part of the Silmarillion, it might be good to have a map of Middle Earth
from LotR—the geography actually changes between the first and second ages
because of the war against Morgoth.

5. You'll find more interesting peoples and their lineages worth noting in the margins of
your book as you go. For example, Elrond had a brother named Elros who chose the
way of men, founded the line of Numenor and, thus, was an ancestor of Aragorn who
married Elrond’s daughter Arwen.

6. There is a glossary at the end of the book—use it constantly to look up names of peoples
and places.

7. The most important tip | can give you for reading the book is not to read it like a novel.
It’s just too hard. Read it like a history book. That means you need to go slowly and
constantly refer back to names and places, using the maps and chart, the glossary in the
book, and the list of creature groups in number five above. Read the book slowly and
take notes. By doing so, midway through you’ll start making connections and
remembering people and places without having to stop. It’s not as exciting as LotR but
it is still a really interesting set of stories.

8. Note these key groups of sentient creatures:

a. Eru/lluvatar — God

b. Ainar/Holy Ones — First sentient creations of God—like angels

c. Valar — Ainar who came to dwell on Earth—they represent demi-gods; several
are named in the book, among them is Melkor/Morgoth, the evil one

d. Maiar — A lower class of Valar—among them are Sauron the servant of

Morgoth, the Balrogs, and Melian who is the only Maiar to marry an elf e. The

e.Children of lluvatar — Elves and Men—they came into existence after the Earth

was created, first elves and then men

f. Eldar — The name given Elves by the Maiar—the Elves call themselves Quendi
and then there are several sub-groups of elves—see that important chart |
mentioned above

g. Dwarfs — Created by one of the Valar named Aule—he was impatient while the
Valar awaited the creation of Elves and Men and wanted to people Middle
Earth—he did this without the permission of lluvatar or the counsel of the Valar
and so the Dwarfs were made to sleep beneath the earth till after the
awakening of Elves and Men

h. Orcs — Elves captured, tortured and perverted by Melkor (Morgoth)

i. Atani — “Second Ones”—Men

j. Edain — Three houses of men who lived and learned among the Elves in Middle



earth and fought against Morgoth in the war of the Silmarils
k. Dunedain — Those Edain who sail to Numenor after the war of the Silmarils

Links to Digital Resources:

The Encyclopedia of Arda -_http://www.glyphweb.com/arda/default.ph

The One Wiki to Rule Them All - https://lotr.fandom.com/wiki/Middle-earth
Fourth Age of Middle-earth -
https://fourthageofmiddleearth.tumblr.com/post/134608467390/resources-and-links
Tolkien Gateway - http://tolkiengateway.net/wiki/Middle-earth

LotR Project - http:

2013 Hobbit & LotR Readlng Fest w/ Charlie -
https://www.facebook.com/2013HobbitLotrReadingFest

The Mythopoeic Society - http://www.mythsoc.org/
The Tolkien Society - https://www.tolkiensociety.org/links/

Tolkienlibrary.com - _http://www.tolkienlibrary.com/resources.htm
Wade Center -

ToIklen Biography - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HkmNHP580hU

The Silmarillion Audio Book Complete -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5My6JS9EYKs

Tolkien Documentary - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JsFCsCeaaNU
Tolkien Books Reading Order - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fXeC6AUEWtc

Questions that Need Answering:
Who is Tom Bombadil?
Why can’t the eagles just fly the ring to Mount Doom?
Why are magical moments portrayed second hand, in an almost muted
fashion?
Who or what is the resurrected Gandalf?
What figure meets Aragorn and company near Fangorn?
Who are the Woses or Pukelmen?
In what sense did Tolkien hope that his sub-created worlds would be blessed,
accepted and received by God as part of the good Creation?
What did the films get wrong and what did they get right?

Major Themes in The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings

Good vs. Evil
Evil as Non-Being
Providence/Doom/Luck


http://www.glyphweb.com/arda/default.php
https://lotr.fandom.com/wiki/Middle-earth
https://fourthageofmiddleearth.tumblr.com/post/134608467390/resources-and-links
http://tolkiengateway.net/wiki/Middle-earth
http://lotrproject.com/map/#zoom=3&lat=-1315.5&lon=1500&layers=BTTTTT
https://www.facebook.com/2013HobbitLotrReadingFest
http://www.mythsoc.org/
https://www.tolkiensociety.org/links/
http://www.tolkienlibrary.com/resources.htm
https://www.wheaton.edu/academics/academic-centers/wadecenter/authors/jrr-tolkien/tolkien-resources/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HkmNHP58OhU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5My6JS9EYKs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JsFCsCeaaNU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fXeC6AUEWtc

Pride vs. Humility
Mercy/Pity/Grace

The Figure of Beatrice/Helen
The Sacramental Ordinary
The Fall and the Long Defeat
Dreams

Suffering
Heroism/Courage/Fear
Facing the Underworld
Facing Monsters

Evangelium

Greed

Transformation

Appearance vs. Reality
Creatures

Industrialization vs. Nature
Time

Music

Story/Story Telling/Lives as Story
The Book of the Book/Fictional Scholarship
Fairy Land

The Divine Behind All

Major Symbols in The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings

Light and Shadow
Tree and Leaf
Species/Creatures
Riddles
Jewels/Rings/Swords
Dragons and Eagles
Tidal Waves

Fire

Names

Mountains
Caves/Underworlds
Ships

The West

Stars and Starlight
Books

Lore

Pipe Weed
Music/Song

Water



