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COURSE DESCRIPTION

“The world, like Dionysus, is torn to pieces by pure intellect; but the poet is Zeus; he has
swallowed the heart of the world; he can reproduce it as a living body.”—Poetic Diction

There is a secret, poorly kept by scholars, of a hidden influence on the lives and works of C. S.
Lewis, J.R.R. Tolkien, and many others. That secret is Owen Barfield (1898-1997), a disciple of
Rudolph Steiner, Platonic philosopher, literary critic, and fellow Inkling. Although not the
premiere member of the Oxford literary group, Barfield was the first of the group to publish
fantasy fiction and the last of the group to pass into Narnia. Often called “the first and last
Inkling,” Barfield was a solicitor (lawyer), a dancer, a poet, a philologist, a
philosopher/theologian, and devoted friend.

This course on the primary works of Owen Barfield takes up Barfield’s theory of an evolution
of consciousness which is apparent in the history of language where ancient semantic unities
prove that the way human beings used to think, experience, and connect to the reality around
them was radically different than it is for us today. Central to Barfield’s philologically-based
philosophy is a belief in the importance of myth, meaning, and imagination as tools for
progressing toward a new of conscious self and nature. The course includes a look at Barfield’s
relationships and influences on fellow Inklings Lewis and Tolkien, as well as an exploration of
Barfield’s epistemology, anthropology, and his religious beliefs.

Student learning Outcomes

At the conclusion of the course, the successful student should be able to:

1. Read carefully and critically primary Barfield texts.
2. Describe the basic contents, structure and unique features of Barfield's work.



3. Describe some of the major issues and debates in the scholarly study of Barfield’s body of work.

4. Describe Barfield's major themes and their significance for our understanding of Romantic Theology.
5. Demonstrate an ability to engage these major themes and issues in current academic study.

Required Texts:

Barfield, Owen, and W. H Auden. History in English Words. Barnes & Noble Rediscovers. New York:
Barnes & Noble, 2009. [not in DTL available through ILL]

Barfield, Owen. Poetic Diction : A Study in Meaning. 4th ed. Oxford, England: Barfield Press, 2010. (any
edition). [not in DTL available through ILL]

Barfield, Owen, and John C Ulreich. Orpheus : A Poetic Drama. West Stockbridge, MA: Lindisfarne Press,
1983. (any edition) [not in DTL available through ILL]

Barfield, Owen. Night Operation. 2nd ed. San Rafael: Barfield Press, 2009.(any edition)[not in DTL
available through ILL]

Barfield, Owen, C. S Lewis, G. B Tennyson, and Jane Hipolito. Owen Barfield on C.S. Lewis. 2nd ed.
Oxford, England: Barfield Press, 2011.(any edition)[not in DTL available through ILL]

Barfield, Owen. The Rediscovery of Meaning, and Other Essays. 2nd ed. Oxford, England: Barfield Press,
2013. (any edition) [not in DTL available through ILL]

Barfield, Owen. Saving the Appearances : A Study in Idolatry. 2nd ed. Middletown, Conn.: Wesleyan
University Press, 1988.(any edition) [in DTL:
https://www.dropbox.com/s/tt3997ng37cm40t/Saving%20the%20appearances%3B%20a%20study%20i

n%20idolatry%200wen%20Barfield%20310184%201%20%28973%29.pdf?dI=0 ]

Recommended Texts:

The “Great War” of Owen Barfield and C. S. Lewis: Philosophical Writings 1927- 1930. Eds.
Norbert Feinendegen and Arend Smilde. Inklings Studies Supplements No. 1. 1SSN
2057-6099. [not in DTL available through ILL]

“The ‘Great War’ Letters of C. S. Lewis to Owen Barfield.” The Collected Letters of C. S.
Lewis, vol. 3. Harper Collins, 2006. pp. 1596-1645. [In DTL:
https://www.dropbox.com/s/hwfwjjl7el6lkpg/The%20Collected%20Letters%200f%20C.S.%
20Lewis%2C%20Vol.%203%20-%20Edited%20by%20Walter%20Hooper%201%20%28844%
29.pdf?dI=01]

Adey, Lionel. C.S. Lewis's "Great War" with Owen Barfield. Els Monograph Series, No. 14. Victoria, B.C.:
University of Victoria, 1978. [not in DTL available through ILL]

Reilly, Robert James. Romantic Religion : A Study of Barfield, Lewis, Williams and Tolkien. Athens: Univ. of
Georgia Press, 1971. [in DTL: https://archive.org/details/romanticreligion0000reil/page/n5/mode/2up ]



https://www.dropbox.com/s/tt3997ng37cm40t/Saving%20the%20appearances%3B%20a%20study%20in%20idolatry%20Owen%20Barfield%20310184%201%20%28973%29.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/tt3997ng37cm40t/Saving%20the%20appearances%3B%20a%20study%20in%20idolatry%20Owen%20Barfield%20310184%201%20%28973%29.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/hwfwjj17el6lkpg/The%20Collected%20Letters%20of%20C.S.%20Lewis%2C%20Vol.%203%20-%20Edited%20by%20Walter%20Hooper%201%20%28844%29.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/hwfwjj17el6lkpg/The%20Collected%20Letters%20of%20C.S.%20Lewis%2C%20Vol.%203%20-%20Edited%20by%20Walter%20Hooper%201%20%28844%29.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/hwfwjj17el6lkpg/The%20Collected%20Letters%20of%20C.S.%20Lewis%2C%20Vol.%203%20-%20Edited%20by%20Walter%20Hooper%201%20%28844%29.pdf?dl=0
https://archive.org/details/romanticreligion0000reil/page/n5/mode/2up

THORSON, STEPHEN. Joy and Poetic Imagination : Understanding C. S. Lewis's Great War with Owen
Barfield and its Significance for Lewis's Conversion and Writings. WINGED LION PRESS, LLC, 2020.
[not in DTL available through ILL]

Recommended Resources
Film: Unbreakable. Dir. M. Night Shyamalan. Touchstone Pictures, 2000.

Film: Arrival. Dir. Denis Villeneuve. Paramount, 2016.

Course Outline:

Each topic will conclude with a ZOOM session following submission of the written assignment.

Topic 1 The History of Language and the Evolution of Consciousness

Read: History in English Words chs. 6 and 9
Read: Poetic Diction chs. 1-3, 10-12, and Appendices 1,2 and 4
Read: Night Operation
View Film: Unbreakable. Dir. M. Night Shyamalan. Touchstone Pictures, 2000.
View Film: Arrival. Dir. Denis Villeneuve. Paramount, 2016
View/Listen: Pints with Jack
¢ Introduction to Owen Barfield: Man and Meaning
(documentary) https://www.pintswithjack.com/post/owen-barfield-documentary
e “After Hours with Owen A. Barfield (grandson) on Pints with Jack (PWJ: S4E51)

e Mark Vernon on "Consciousness Evolution and Owen

Barfield"_https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E1LjU-ueCjs

Write: a 2,500-word essay on one of the following subtopics:
1. The Semantic Unities
2. An Analysis of How Words Bring Salvation to the Heroes of Night Operation or a Study of
the Novel as Satire
3. The Poet’s Purpose
4. A Philological Study of a Word of Your Choice Showing the Evolution of
Consciousness

Discuss with faculty Mentor: Barfield’s Theory Played out in Two Films

Topic 2 Myth, Meaning and Imagination

Read: History in English Words ch. 5

Read: Poetic Diction chs. 4-9 and Appendix 3

Read: Orpheus

View: Northwind Lecture by Malcolm Guite on “Coleridge and Creative Imagination (and
influence on Barfield) https://youtu.be/SPNWg0QOnI8

View: Cambridge Lecture: Malcolm Guite on “Owen Barfield: Poetry and Participation”
(The Cambridge Lectures)



https://www.pintswithjack.com/post/owen-barfield-documentary
https://www.pintswithjack.com/s4e51/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E1LjU-ueCjs
https://youtu.be/SPNWq0QOnl8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vWPaYaMYwbA&feature=youtu.be
View/Listen: Digital Resources in Classroom

Jake Grefenstette on Barfield’s Literature on Pints with Jack (PWJ: S4E53 — AH — “After
Hours” https://www.pintswithjack.com/s4e53/

Write: 2,500 word essay on one of the following subtopics:
1. The Meaning of Meaning

2. The Meaning of Myth

3. True Metaphor and the Imagination

4. Any Study of Orpheus Which Takes Up Barfield’s Themes

Discuss with faculty Mentor: Night Operation and Orpheus

Topic 3 Barfield, Lewis and Tolkien

Read: Owen Barfield on C. S. Lewis

Optional Reading:

The “Great War” of Owen Barfield and C. S. Lewis: Philosophical Writings 1927-1930.
“The ‘Great War’ Letters of C. S. Lewis to Owen Barfield.” The Collected Letters of C. S.
Lewis, vol. 3. pp. 1596-1645.

C. S. Lewis’ ‘Great War’ with Owen Barfield by Lionel Adey

View: Northwind Lecture by Norbert Feinendegen — “The Great War
Lecture” https://youtu.be/Q471BoYq8Ec
View/Listen: Digital Resources in classroom
“Barfield Buffet” Part 1--Various Speakers and Topics on Pints with Jack (PWJ: SAE59 — AH) —
https://www.pintswithjack.com/s4e59/

“Barfield Buffet” Part 2 --Various Speakers on Saving the Appearances, Poetic Diction, and
more on Pints with Jack (PWJ: S4E61 — AH) https://www.pintswithjack.com/s4e61

Write: 2,500 word essay on one of the following subtopics:
1. Who won the “Great War”?

2. An Inklings Theory of Myth—What Did All Three of These Authors Contribute?
3. An Analysis of the Influences of Barfield’s Ideas in Any Literary Work of Lewis or
Tolkien

Discuss with Faculty Mentor: Barfield’s Ideas in the Works of Lewis and Tolkien

Topic 4 Romanticism, Philosophy and Religious Thought

Read: The Rediscovery of Meaning

Read: Saving the Appearances

Read: Additional Resources in Classroom

View: Northwind Lecture by Louis Markos on Saving the Appearances (plus two graphic charts
summarizing key Barfield ideas)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_52r4f07IsU&list=PL_XwIfgbeRxKcpCerl2sb24



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vWPaYqMYwbA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.pintswithjack.com/s4e53/
https://youtu.be/Q4ZIBoYq8Ec
https://www.pintswithjack.com/s4e59/
https://www.pintswithjack.com/s4e61/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_52r4fO7lsU&list=PL_XwIfqbeRxKcpCerl2sb24oIdv2-1ovT

oldv2-1ovT
View: Digital Resources in Classroom

View: “After Hours” with Dr. Mark Vernon on “A Secret History of Christianity” on Pints with
Jack (PWJ: S4E57 — AH) https://www.pintswithjack.com/s4e57

View: Owen Barfield and Clyde Kilby conversation on C. S. Lewis (Marian E. Wade Center,
Wheaton College) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g3n5n5K5fPA

Write: a 2,500 word essay on one of the following subtopics:
1. An Overview of the Thesis of Saving the Appearances
2. What Barfield Meant by Romanticism
3. Barfield’s “kind” of Christianity

Discuss with Faculty Mentor: Where Do We Agree with Barfield and Where Do We
Disagree?

Final Paper — due within 30 days of the completion of topic 4:

Submit a final paper: either an integrative paper on all four topics, or a revised and polished
version of one of the four topics.

Instructor Contact
Email: ntscstarr@gmail.com Cell: 606-922-0999

Northwind Instructional Practices:

This is a class offered in an online format. Online experiences include:
1. Assigned readings

2. Viewing digital resources

3. Video Conferencing

4. Online submission of Papers in the *.doc or *.docx file format

Attendance Policy

This is a short-term intensive course.
You are required to participate in all class assignments and/or sessions.
Your attendance and punctuality will affect your grade in a positive or negative manner.

Statement on Learning and Physical Disabilities

Northwind Institute accepts students with learning and physical disabilities and provides reasonable
accommodation to help them be successful.

Grading Policy

Submission of materials does not guarantee a passing grade.
Papers are graded on the following:


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_52r4fO7lsU&list=PL_XwIfqbeRxKcpCerl2sb24oIdv2-1ovT
https://www.pintswithjack.com/s4e57/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g3n5n5K5fPA

¢ Use of Texts and Lecture
¢ Use of other Course Materials
¢ Proper citation and footnotes using Turabian Style

Grade points are applied as follows:

A=4
A-=35
B=3
B-=2.5
C=2
D=1
F=0

Academic Misconduct Policy

Northwind Institute does not condone academic dishonesty in any form. When an act of academic dishonesty has
occurred:

1. The instructor has the right to not accept the assignment or test in question and record a "zero"for the
assignment or test, and/or require the student to redo the assignment (or test), or require the student to complete
a substitute assignment or test.

2. The student may be dropped from the class and assigned a failing grade (F). A written recommendation from
the instructor is required.

3. In cases of extreme or repeated incidents (two or more) of academic dishonesty, the student may

be suspended from the Institute.

The Academic Dean will notify the student as to the action taken. If the student believes there has been an
erroneous accusation made, the student may appeal the action. The student must file a written appeal within 10
working days of notification. The President reviews all written appeals and his decision is final. The Student,
Academic Dean and Instructor are informed via email of the action taken.



